[Expression of nm23-H1 gene in oral squamous cell carcinoma and its relation to tumor metastasis].
To make an inquiry into the relation between the expression level of nm23-H1 protein and metastasis of oral squamous cell carcinoma (OSCC). We evaluated the expression of nm23-H1 protein in 75 cases of OSCC by immunohistochemical technique (SABC). These immunoreactivities of nm23-H1 protein were most common in the cytoplasm of tumor and epithelia cell. Using single-factor chi-test, we found there was a significant correlation between the expression of nm23-H1 protein and lymph node metastasis of OSCC (P < 0.01), pathology grade (P < 0.05). But no statistical association was found among nm23-H1 protein expression level and tumor size, site and patient's sex, age. Using multi-factor logistic stepwise regression analysis, we found that nm23-H1 protein expression level had more effect on OSCC cervical lymph node metastasis than any other parameters. The results suggested that nm23-H1 protein play an important role in the suppression of the metastasis of OSCC, and that determining the expression level of nm23-H1 protein may help us prognose the metastasis of OSCC.